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Declaration under 37 CFR 1.131 



Commissioner for Patents 
PO Box 1450 

Alexandria, VA 22313-1450 
Dear Sir: 

I, Roland Lee Smith, declare as follows: 

1 . I am the sole inventor of the trailer hitch alignment system invention disclosed in 
the above-cited patent application, which was filed on December 9, 2003. 

2. I have reviewed the action dated September 23, 2004 from the US Patent & 
Trademark Office and the references cited and applied in the Office action, particularly the 
Kinnard published patent application, which published after I submitted my patent 
application to the US Patent & Trademark Office. 

3. I conceived of my trailer hitch alignment system invention at my home in Mt. 
Pleasant, South Carolina, and made several models of it prior to January 29, 2003, which is 
the date of filing of the Kinnard published patent application. In fact, I completed my 
invention and made and tested several models of it before July 11, 2002, which is evidently 
the date the Kinnard provisional US patent application was filed. 

4. More than four years ago, I designed and built a mobile concession trailer to fulfill 
contract obligations to the Recreation Department of Mt. Pleasant, SC. I had the need for a 
fast and reliable trailer hitching device for this operation and could not find one that was 
suitable. I built one for my own needs before 2002. I discussed my invention with my 
wife and daughter, who saw and successfully tested the model I built. I worked on the 
basic idea and design and modified it after that, but before July, 2002. Attached are 
drawings of my invention, which I drew prior to 2002. After a number of modifications, 
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test trials, and encouragements from friends and relatives, I decided to submit my invention 
for a patent. I diligently worked on my invention from the time I conceived of it to the date 
of filing of the patent application for it, which was December 9, 2003. 

Further declarant sayeth not. 

This declaration is made with the knowledge that willful false statements and the like are 
punishable by fine or imprisonment, or both, under 18 USC 001 and may jeopardize the 
validity of the application or any patent issuing thereon^ 





Date 



Declarant 



Sworn to before me this 24th day of January, 2005. 
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